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unexpected manner. General Smuts1 has announced his decision
to dissolve Parliament and to hold fresh elections as he felt that
public opinion did not back the Union Government of South Africa.
Hence the new bills which were to be passed by the present
Parliament have been postponed, at least for the present. But it
is not at all likely that members of the new Parliament will be
inclined to do justice to Indians. It will not at all be surpris-
ing if their attitude towards the Indians in South Africa is harder
even than that of the present members. Still, we should rest satis-
fied, for the time being at least, as "he who survives a crisis may
live up to the age of a hundred years."

VALUE OF ALERT PUBLIC OPINION

We have a lot to learn from what is happening in South
Africa. General Smuts has suspended the administrative work of
the entire country because one representative of his party was
defeated in only one city. While dissolving Parliament, he de-
clared:

We cannot introduce new policies contemplated by us if

the public opinion does not back us.    It is enough for  us

that the voters of one main city only gave their votes to the

opposition party.

In this we see both General Smuts's adroitness and his sub-
mission to public opinion. Do we find such a thing in our country?

The Government at least believes generally in flouting public
opinion. Look where you will, you find disregard of public opi-
nion. The Government must be considering the case of Hasrat
Mohani or Mr. Horniman as of little importance. But even there,
it does not wish to act in conformity with public opinion; it is as
if it enjoys opposing it!

THIS PICTURE AND THAT

While preparations were being made for the visit of the Prince
of Wales to South Africa, General Smuts sent a message to the effect
that, since the whites would be busy with the new elections, the
royal visit should fox the present be postponed. Hence it has been
put oSl Tliis is one picture, that of South Africa.

Now let us look at the picture here in 1921. On one occasion
the wttole population urged the Government not to invite the
PifS&ee Ifc&re, but the <Joveran^Ht did not budge from its position;
& st^cfe $o its gt*os. The result was so bitter that it has not yet
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